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Dr. Barrow Teaches His Own 

by Derek Detring and Jeff Scobey 

Dr. John C. Barrow was born and 
raised in Macon, Georgia. He has one 
younger brother and was educated at 
Stratford Academy in Macon. While at 
Stratford, he played football brieBy in the 
seventh grade at left guard. He claims to have 
been “big for his age.” He also engaged in a 
contest involving himself, another boy, and 
snack cakes. The bet was to see who could 
fit the most snack cakes in his mouth. Dr. 

Barrow' was able to fit one in his mouth, and 
the other boy managed to get two, but when 
he tried to chew, the cream went every w'here. 

After his years of high scho(d, he 
attended Davidson College in North Carolina, 
and after graduating, he moved on to 
Vanderbilt to get his masters and doctorate 
in history, finishing this summer. 

Dr. Barrow was married to his high 
school sweetheart, Clisby Hall, nine years 
ago. They had been dating since he was 
sixteen. Now', they live “just around the 
comer in an older house on Leonard Avenue,” 
he says, afraid to reveal his full address lor 
unknown reasons. He has three cats, 

Chauncy, Precious, and Toppy, who weighs 



History 

in at twenty pounds and is the “fattest cat on 
earth.” They also have tw'o dogs named 
Wilbur and Charlotte. 

Dr. Barrow’s first job was at 
Vanderbilt as a teaching fellow, w'here he 
taught a few classes. He also had a 
landscaping job in college w'ith Mr. Bailey, a 
fellow teacher here at MBA. Next, he applied 
for a job at MBA, his only choice, and was 
accepted. He came to MBA because of a few 
students who greeted him nicely, an 
impressive staff, and most importantly, free 
lunches. 

Dr. Barrow teaches both seventh 
grade history and eighth grade cultural 
geography. In our third period class. Dr. 
Barrow often adds humor to his note-taking 
lectures. We both think his class is the 
funniest class of the day because you get to 
have more fun while you are learning. 

Every day. Dr. Barrow' comes to 
school by way of a green Ford pickup truck. 
Some of his favorite movies include Being 
There, Apocalypse Now, Network, 
Casablanca, and Blazing Saddles. His 
favorite books are Night, Grapes of Wrath, 
and Dance with a White Dog. 


Service Projects a Huge Success 


by Patrick Carnell 

The whole junior school participated in 
a drive to raise can foods to give to the needy. 
The drive was a success. The students’ good¬ 
will to give and miuiy of the teachers forcing 
each of the students to bring in can goods con¬ 
tributed to this success. 

All of the junior school homeroom 
classes did service projects this winter. Mr. 
Corzine’s homeroom class worked through the 
Saint Lukes organizaiion to sponsor the Kelly 
family of four children and two parents. Mr. 
Russel’s homeroom class helped a family 
through Habitat for Hiimtmity. Dr. Barrow’s 
and Mr. Jones’ homeroom classes both adopted 
families. Mrs. Chrisleson’s homeroom class is 
adopting 16 boys, one for each member of her 


homeroom class. The guys in her class are giv¬ 
ing food, gifts, and writing two letters to the 
boys they are sponsoring. Before Christmas 
the boys w'ill meet with their sponsor and will 
all play a basketball game and have a pizza 
party. 

Below is a letter sent to Mrs. 
Christenson’s homeroom from the YMCA 
Community Action Project concerning their 
service project. 

I just w-ant to drop a note to say how very 
much I appreciate your taking such an interest 
in the guys in the Community-Based Program. 
They enjoyed the letters as well as the Thanks¬ 
giving card. The Thanksgiving money you sent 
provided two families with a Thanksgiving 


meal, and the money raised for Christmas will 
be use to provide a Christmas meal for fami¬ 
lies that would otherwise not have one. My 
staff worked this morning on sorting out the 
great clothes you guys gave and will be deliv¬ 
ering it to my boys this afternoon. 

I want you guys to know that this is an 
incredible gesture of kindness and generosity. 
I have been working with teenagers for the past 
20 years, (I must have started when I was 9) 
and I can tell you that it appears that kids are 
growing more self-centered as time goes by. 
When I meet guys like yourselves, and can sec 
the kindness in your heart put in motion, it 
makes me realize that the next generation is 
going to be in pretty good hands. 

Please see Connuunity Service on page 3 
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(S)he’s fiesty 
on the court 


Forget N64, go 
Computer For 


N64, the 
Scoop on the 


by Sumeet Vaikunth 

Some words used to describe Den¬ 
nis Rodman w'ould include freak, queer, 
cross-dresser, radical, psycho, etc., etc., but 
some other words that could describe him 
are overlooked by many. Hard worker, fo¬ 
cused, and gives-it-all-he’s-got are also 
descriptions that suit Rodman. Yes, he 
loves attention and always wants to be in 
the center spotlight, but his work on the 
basketball court is something that should 
impress everyone. He is not the pretty-boy 
scoring 25 a game but is the man who does 
the dirty work and has grown to be quite 
good at it. He might score just four points 
a game but his 20 rebounds game in and 
game out offset this lack of scoring. Do you 
really think the Bulls could have overpow¬ 
ered the Magic and the Supersonics with¬ 
out him? 

When you look beyond the body 
piercing and tattoos, there is a man who is 
the first one to practice and the last one to 
leave. He doesn’t just practice on the court 
but prepares by watching his opponents’ 
sliots. He reviews game tapes and watches 
how they shoot and where the ball usually 
comes off the rim when the opponents miss. 
Then he applies this knowledge in games 
as he gambles on the chance of the ball 
coming off one side of the rim or the other 
when rebounding. Even when the Bulls 
have the game won against a weaker team, 
he will dive for the ball in the fourth quar¬ 
ter to get a second opportunity for his team¬ 
mates. He has great focus; when it comes 
gametime, he will sit in the locker room 
listening to Pearl Jam to clear his mind so 
he can do his best. He is very competitive 
and sometimes goes over the edge arguing 
with officials, but this just shows his will 
to win and help his team win. Charles 
Barkley does much of the same kind of 
things like rebounding and hustle but is not 
criticized as harshly when he makes con¬ 
tact with an official in a game because he 
does not have the tattoos or nose rings. He 
has discipline when needed and gives it his 
all when he steps onto the basketball court. 


Christmas 

by Josh Rosenblatt 

This season, just like every holiday sea¬ 
son, toy companies everywhere are frantically 
scrambling to put their product on the shelves. 
This includes everyiliing from Barbie dolls to 
computer games. Being Fm out of my Barbie 
phase (thanks to some professional help), I am 
here to tell you about this season’s top com¬ 
puter games. 

4. Command and Conquer: Red Alert. 
This much awaited game finally appeared in 

^“This game kicksth^ 
cookies out of Madden 
V7, Ric Nichols. ” j 

stores this November. I say finally because it 
was supposed to be out in April. When asked 
why the game was so delayed the producers 
responded, “We decided to hold it back because 
we realized this game is worthless.” 

Not only is the game worthless, but it’s 
people are smaller, I think they did this so that 
the flaming men would not be seen from across 
the room, as to attract parents. 

3. X-Com 3: Apocalypse 
Sound violent? Well, if it’s like it’s pre¬ 
decessors, it is. “Aliens invade New York and 
you have to save the world.” Sound familiar'^ 
All I can say is the first two were good, this 
game is not like the first two. 

2. You Don’t Know Jack 
This game is hysterical; I loved it. It 
takes place right before aT\^ show begins. And 
you are the contestants. Full of witty jokes 
and offliand remarks, this is a game I would 
definitely recommend. Now we can find out 
that you, like Rick Gotwald, don’t know Jack. 

1. NFL Football Pro 97. By far the best 
game I’ve ever played. Create your own 
teams, leagues, people, plays, and playbooks. 
And in ‘97 you can play over the modem to 
bring the hard hitting action straight into your 
best friend’s face. By the way, this game kicks 
the cookies out of Madden ‘97, Ric Nichols. 


Bad Boy 

by Aaron Manier ^ 

The Nintendo 64. The new thing? What is 
all the hype about? 

System: 

-o4 bit precessing unit 
-4 megs of ram 
-over 100 million colors 
-over 1/2 million polygons on the screen per 
second, (what ever that means) 

Console: 

-Built in vent 

-control pad, directional pad, analog Joystick, 
and 9 buttons 
-built in 4 player multitap 

The low down: The Nintendo 64 is looking 
toward a bright future when it has a decent software 
lineup. The main problem is the lack of games. With 
only eight games due out before the holidays, the 
N64 will not have a likely chance in dominating in 
software this season (especially when all games cost 
S60- $80). Super Mario 64, though, is being called 
the best game ever and is sure to be a hit. 

Aiiotiier problem is the lack of available hard¬ 
ware. On September 27, the release date of N64,1/ 

2 million systems were shipped into the US. They 
were sold out in one day, far beating the sellout 
records of PlayStation and Saturn. Ali across the 
globe this was a common occurrence, so the de¬ 
mand for hardware is great and still is. The problem 
is that Nintendo can not make enough systems to 
meet the demand. Due to this, a normal retailer will 
only receive one or two systems this holiday sea¬ 
son. It is because of this that the PlayStation will 
dominate the market this Christmas. 
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Community 
Service (con.) 


Once again, there is really no way I can 
say thanks for what you guys have done. 

Yours for Kids, 

Mark Dikerson 

Mrs. Bourland’s homeroom c>a.ss is 
adopting a family of three boys. They are buy¬ 
ing gifts and giving them a closet full of used 
toys and clothing. Mr. Wims’s, Mrs. Steele’s, 
and Mr. Robert’s homeroom classes adopted an¬ 
gels from the Angel Tree at the mall. 

In selecting gifts for their angels, Mr. 
Robert’s homeroom had a special adventure. 
We were going to Target to buy Angel Tree gifts. 
Earlier that morning, Mr. Roberts had told us 
not to be late and he would only wait three min¬ 
utes. We didn’t listen. At 4**’ period he was on 
time with the van. The majority of us were 
late. This time we made it to Target without 
getting in a wreck, but we still left two people 
behind. Once at Target, we had about twenty 
minutes to shop. We split into three groups, 
one for each angel. One group had a thirteen 
year old that was an XXL with 7 1/2 shoe size. 
Another group had a kid who wanted a punch¬ 
ing bag. Since there were no punching bags to 
be found at Target, William tried to convince 
the group to get an Action Ball. The group 
would not settle just for an Action Ball, but 
finally agreed on a Mega Action Ball. The 
groups regrouped at the front. Once up to the 
counter Logan pointed out the obvious which 
the rest of us had failed to realize. We were in 
the express lane. Mr. Roberts used his Tom 
Sawyer-like persuasiveness to convince the man 
at the counter to let him stay in the line. After 
checking out all the gifts, 5 items at a time, we 
finally got out of Target and started back to 
school. Mr. Roberts homeroom couldn't get 
back without breaking the law before arrival. 
Mr. Roberts cut across Kwik-Sac instead of tak¬ 
ing the turn, but he did take the time to tell us 
that this was illegal and not to do it when we 
get a car. We got back in time for class, but 
about half of the class went without a bite to 
eat. Overall the projects were a success. 


All The best games are on Nintendo 


by Zac Hood and Miller Harris 

The following titles are the best games 
for the Nintendo Entertainment System listed 
from number 1 to 10. If there are any com¬ 
plaints, we do not care. 

1. Teemo Bowl 

It is clearly the best game for the 
Nintendo. Keys to success are obvious when 
using Walter Payton and Bo Jackson for the 
running attack. It is a great two-player game 
except when looking on the opponents con¬ 
trol pad to get the correct dcfcn.se. Teemo 
Bowl includes many great teams, and a good 
tournament/Super Bowl challenge. 


“Your trainer, wh^ 

is a little over¬ 
weight, helps you 
along the way to 
Kthe road to Tyson. ’[ 


2. Metroid 

It is the best adventure game for the 
NES. You are Samus fighting every major 
boss including Kraid and Ridley as the 
adventure culminates in a battle with Mother 
Brain. The gameplay is great with many 
weapons, and missiles to find along the 
adventure. With it’s incredible cheat code, 
“Justin Bailey’’, the game just gets better! 

3. Mike Tyson’s Punch Out 

This is an overall good game. There 
arc many people to fight. Your trainer, who 
is a little overweight, helps you along the way 
to the road to Tyson. The people arc well 
matched for your character until Tyson. Mike 
Tyson is the best boxer ever according to this 
game. One touch by him. and you will soon 
find yourself punching the reset button to try 
again. It is very humorous when the opponent 
jiggles from side to side before falling down 
after knockout. 

4. Super Mario Brothers 3 

This game has the best graphics for 
the NES. It is the best Mario game made. 


With the addition of the raccoon outfit 
and frog suit, it is easy to see why it is num¬ 
ber one among them all. It has many hours of 
gameplay in store and many different levels. 

5. R. C. Pro Am 

This is a great racing game with lots of 
action. It includes many different cars, tracks, 
and equipment. The best noise on the game is 
the squeaking sound made after each turn. 

6. Mega Man 

This is also a great adventure game. It 
has lots of bosses to play. The choice of names 
for the bosses arc kind of corny, but it adds 
to the fun of the game. 

7. Kung Fu 

Kung Fu is a good role-playing game 
that promises a romantic ending. Thomas 
battles Mr. X and his friends to save Silvia 
for he loves her so. The action gets personal 
when Mr. X keeps laughing at Thomas v/ith 
the ever so famous, “Ha, Ha, Ha.’’ 

8. Blades of Steel 

This is an exciting Hockey game. 
Sometimes, though, it may seem that you are 
playing a fighting game when every other 
second a fight breaks out. Use the uppercut 
every time for ensured victories. When play¬ 
ing this game, look back to tips from Mike 
Tyson’s Pupch Cut for tactics on getting the 
puck. 

9. The Adventures of Zelda 

This is a great adventure game but 
lacks some points in the graphics dcparimcnt. 
It is hard to believe that little Zelda is as tall 
as a tree, and that his boomerang is almost as 
big as he is. It takes a while to beat the game. 
When you do beat it, you will feel that you 
have actually found the last triangle of power. 

10. Excitebike 

This is a good game. It includes a va¬ 
riety of courses that challenges the player on 
both physical, tough perseverance, and men¬ 
tal toughness to keep the engine from over¬ 
heating. You can also make a course of your 
own. Don’t bother making a long one with 
no obstacles because it does not work. The 
guys arc too fast. 

We encourage you to put away the new 
systems and go back to the original, the 8-bit, 
the incredible, the Nintendo! 
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SPORTS 


The Great 8(th) Grade 
Basketball Season 


Hard Hitting 

Intramural 

Action 

by Zac Hood and Charlie Harris 

Forgel Basketball, Wrestling, and Soccer. This 
winter, the sport is Intraniunus. InL’amurals has be¬ 
come a competitive sport in the Junior Sch(X)l. The 
Windy City Softball Season has ended, and many teams 
showed up to play. The league consisted of four teams 
who have all butted heads other in the regular season. 
Many players stepped up to lead their teams. Power 
hitting, smart base-running, and good defense were the 
key to success. The team called ‘Team Awesome” 
found its way to the top of the rankings going into the 
tournament. The regular season ended, and the only 
thing left was the tournament There was no telling 
what team would step up. All the records meant noth¬ 
ing. The only thing in mind was the championship. 
Team A. The A Team, and Team B, Captain Crunch 
and the Crunchberries, competed, while Team C, The 
Killer Boys, and Team D, Team Awesome, faced each 
other first. Captain Crunch and the Crunchberries and 
Team Awesome both won their games. 

The championships pined Captian Crunch 
and the Crunchberries against Team Awesome. The 
score was 9-7 and Team Awesome was down. Luck¬ 
ily, though, it was team awesome’s last at bat Pitching 
was crtjcial for Team Awesome to win. The pitching 
combination of Zac Hood and Patrick Gibbs worked 
well. Gibbs pitched the ball to Hood, and Hood drilled 
it past the third base line. Then, Brad Miller had a nice 
hit which enabled Hood to score. Jake Nemer got up 
and hit a line-drive, and he made it to first, but Miller 
got out. Then Jonathan Batchelor stepped up to the 
batter’s box with determination in his eyes. Batchelor 
hit the ball well and got on base. With a man on 2nd 
and 1st, Andrew Bci^ stepped up like a man on mis¬ 
sion. He knew exactly what he had to do, hit the ball as 
hard as he could jast like he had done all season. The 
pitch was thrown, he swung with all his might, and he 
whiffed the hall completely. Theie was still hope, for 
he had two pitches left. Hood tossed the second pitch, 
and Berg would not be denied. He creamed the ball, 
and boy did it go far. He drove in both Batchelor and 
Nemer to win the game. That is wluii Windy City Soft- 
ball is all about Team Awesome took softball, but next 
on the list is football. Intramurals has turned very com¬ 
petitive and prtimi.scs many strong players back for an 
exciting season of fixHbiill. In the winter, there is no 
better sport to play tli;in Inu-amunils. 


by Jamie Atkinson 

The Montgomery Bell Academy eighth 
grade basketball team has shown through their 
first few games the type of season they will have, 
which looks to be an exciting and successful one. 

This year, nine eighth graders made the 
basketball team. They are Bill Alley, B.J. Billips, 
Matthew Bills, Steve Ingram, Leighton Liles, Wil¬ 
liam Liles, Ingle Martin, Reid Murphy, and Moses 
Osemwegie. These players are led by Coach 
Wims and have Daniel Branscome, Brian 
Breedlove, and Jamie Atkinson as managers for 
the team. 

The team has had a few exhibitions al¬ 
ready this year. They played in a preseason tour¬ 
nament, the Litton Jamboree. In this tournament, 
two teams look the court for a twenty minute pe¬ 
riod where the clock ran continuously. In the two 
scrimmages they played, they won both of them 
by a substantial margin and saw what they needed 
to improve on in the lime between then and the 
first game of the regular season against Freedom. 

The team worked hard to prepare for 
that important game on November 20 at home 
against a hard-working Freedom squad. The Mi¬ 
crobes blew the opponents away in the first half 
and took confidence in the way they had played. 
The Freedom team came back into the second 
half bold and undaunted. They played an ag¬ 
gressive second half and managed to keep up, but 
still lost by the score of 52-32. 

The next match-up was against 
Libscomb. This game was definitely big for both 
sides. Last year, Lipscomb proved to be the hard¬ 
est team there was for them to beat in their grade 
level for this year. Lipscomb plays rather aggres¬ 
sively; therefore defense had to be the key for 
both sides. As the game started, the defenses did 
show great prevalence in keeping the offenses 
from scoring. MBA had the lead at the half but 
only by a few points in the low-scoring game. 
The third quarter was the turning point for 
Lipscomb. They look a three-point lead going 
into the final quarter. In the final quarter, defen¬ 
sive showings were at their peaks. MBA held 
Lipscomb to only one point that quarter, and the 
Microbes scored four points to send the game into 
a three-minute overtime. With the score lied at 
twenty apiece, the tip-off was in the favor of 
MBA, and that was a factor of great importance. 


The ball was held by the Microbes for two min¬ 
utes and thirty seconds. Lipscomb had been foul¬ 
ing like crazy in a desperate attempt to regain the 
ball, and the bonus light lit up on the home side of 
the scoreboard. With thirty seconds left in over¬ 
time, a one-and-one foul shot was attempted, but 
it was missed. Luckily, the Microbes rebounded 
the ball and immediately pul it in for a iwo-poinlcr. 
MBA held Lipscomb on defense, and ended the 
game with a winning score of 22-20. 

The ever-importanl HVAC conference 
games take place in February, and the long-awaiicd 
HVAC tournament lakes place at the end of Feb¬ 
ruary, when the Microbes’ season will culminate. 
They have started off with a flawless record, and 
hope to keep a good record throughout the sea¬ 
son. 

The team is looking forward to having a 
great year with constant improvement enhanced 
by enthusiastic support from their fans. 

Seventh Grade 
Basketball 

by David Was and Tate Jackson 

This year’s seventh grade microbe 
basketball team is off to a great start. The Big 
Reds started off the season with a 44-24 oust¬ 
ing of Freedom Middle. Led by Akeem 
Turner and Nick Reid, the team’s top scor¬ 
ers, with forward David Was not far behind. 
MBA handled the Slars’s defensive pressure 
easily while denying a fluid Freedom offense. 
Next in line to be manhandled by the Big Red 
were the Libscomb Mustangs. The microbes 
proved to be the belter team in a 43-28 vic¬ 
tory. 

MBA took on the Eagles of Brentwood 
Academy looking for revenge from the var¬ 
sity football playoff loss. On Monday night 
the game began. The eagles were crushed by 
the Big Red’s stifling defense and their pro¬ 
ductive offense. When the final buzzer 
sounded, MBA was on lop, 4U to 28. This 
year’s team consists of: Jess Andrews, Tale 
Jackson, David Was, Akeem Turner Nick 
Reid, Robbie Guerre, Adam Lipshie, Will 
Brackin, Clark Rollins, Michael Mayo, Bran¬ 
don Pate, and Warner Jones. 
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